



CHILDREN AT A NURSERY SCHOOL
Margaret McMillan House, Wrotham* Kent

The preparatory schools which act as nurseries for the more privileged
foundations are mainly private ventures run by Oxford and Cambridge graduates
and are expensive. Situated for the most part in the countryside and on the
sea-coast, they give a healthy start to those boys whose parents can afford them
and to a minority, scholarships, for which there is keen competition* They
are a nineteenth century growth and usually keep their pupils between the
ages of nine and thirteen. The best of them invite inspection from the Board
of Education.

The important group of Public Schools which resist central and local
control also submit themselves to proper inspection* The more famous
include ancient foundations like Eton and Winchester, Bryanston of recent
origin, Bedales a pioneer in co-education, Beaumont and Downside distin-
guished Catholic seminaries, Bootham and Sidcot famous Quaker schools,
Bishops Stortford and Leys which cater for the sons of Non-conformists.
They are as old as Alfred and as new as Stowe. Hitherto the mainstay of these
foundations have been the ruling and upper classes, old families, newly rich,
comparatively poor parsons and the Services, Military, Colonial and Civil*
Under Dr, Arnold they acquired their most marked characteristics, religious .
background, spirit of service and uniformity of manners* The system of
prefects, the importance of the sixth form, the House system, private study,
the school chapel, the confectioner's shop, the devotion to games (especially
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